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Case D1488: 26 Berkshire 8tet
An application to demolish the structaia 22-24 and 26 Berkshire Stresas received oMay
24, 2018. The applicantJoao DeAndrade Bairogias notified of an initiedetermination of
significanceand a public hearing was scheduledJone 7

Site

The structurs, two two-storydwellings, arelocatedon one parcebn theeastside ofBerkshire
Streetat the corner of Plymouth Street

Cambridge GI'S, Assessor0s



Thetwo buildings are locatedn a3,784squarefoot lot in a Residence-C district This is a

multi-family residentiadistrict, which permits an FAR of .75 and has a height limit of 35 feet. The
assessed value of theoperty according to the online asses's property database, ik, 232,800,

with $247,500attributable to the buildgs (Map 40/Parcell43). The assessors rate-22, a four
family house, as in #fAfpamirloy ,c oa®&hiofeca gasagepuit@r 2 6 ,
in 1925 is not considered significdot the purposes of demolition review

The neighboring properties include a mixture of 2% story gataiéed houses and threleckers
developed between 1875 and 1910e densely developed Wellingtbtarrington neighborhood
suffered a devastating fire on December 3, 2016. Thaltem blaze rsulted in 18 damaged
buildings, and over 150 displaced residents, but no loss of life. An investigation pinpointed the
start of the fire to discarded smoking mater.i
Church at 3837 Berkshire Street, wtih was under renovation at the time. Three buildawess

the stree{25-27 and 3837 Berkshire Street and 35 Plymouth Street) were destanedrdered
removed as hazards to public saféitge adjoining houses 28 and 30 Plymouth were so heavily
damaed as to have lost their potentially significant status under the demolition ordinance
Because of damage to their foundations, in June BB tondemned 224 and 26 Plymouth for
human occupancy but did not order them demolishacassessment by arobit Arthur Choo

found extensive mold in the drywall.
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Description

The building at22-24 and 26 BerkshirStreetaretwo-storystructureswith brick foundations and

flat roofs built in 1885 and 1890The original clapboards areoveredoy wood shingleswindows

and doors were replaced not long before the fire. Although built five years apart, they exhibit the
same Queen Anrgtyle cornice brackets. The newer building;2R has Queen Anne brackets
supporting the roof over the entrance; the newer housarfaechronistic Italianate brackets in this
location. Otherwise the houses appear identidakt of these details are present on the adjacent
19 Plymouth Street, which the same owner and builder put up in 1887.

The owner proposes ttemolish the housand construcia threestory, six-family building with
three garage spaces

History

The densehdeveloped WellingtoiHarrington neighborhood between Cambridge Street and
Hampshire streets, west of the Grand Junction Railroad, developed quickgafand was

essentially built out by 191@fter the Civil War the 3@acre Binney tract between Webster

Avenue and the railroad wascupied only by the Cambridge Rolling Mill, an irprocessing

plant. By 1873 the lower part near Hampshire Street had beéedphdth streets, but construction

had barely begun. Development closely followed the expansion of heavy industry around Kendall
Square and the Broad Canal, amlongthe first to go up wertwelve closelyspaced 2¥%story

houses along Plymouth StreetdBerkshire Placéen 1875. By 1885 building technology had

evolved to the point that flat roofs were practical for the first time. This led to the development of
thethreedecker, a hugely popul ar method of housin



5

immigrant families. The twatory houses at 224 and 26 Berkshire Street were among the first in

the neighborhood to embrace this new technology, but most if not all later houses had three stories.
The City acquired about 15 acres of the Binney Tract fartdic park in 1892. By the time St.
Peterdos Church was constructed i n The@é&Bemée he ne
density ofthe areanade fire a major concern, and was a major impetus for city regulations on
setbacks, firewalls, and eveatly zoning in 1924.
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Berkshire Streetieighborhood in 1873 and 1900

Thomas Ryan, the builder, could radivaysbe positively distinguished from others of the same
name but the 1887 directorfor 22 Berkshire Streeists him as a foreman e&ctionmen (track
laborers) for the Boston & Albany R.Ryan, who had previously lived at 29 Seventh Street in
East Cambridgajied in 1896 in a railroad accident in Newtdhomas Ryaiis credited with
severabtherhouses in the vicinity of Berkshirer8et, includingd7 Webster Avaue(1864), 10
Union Steet(1887), and19 PlymouthStred (1887),but only 2224 and 26 Berkshire Street and
19 Plymouth Street can be directly attributethi® man who lived at 22 Berkshire in 1887

Ry ands h e hepmpertyat least threugh 1916 1925Manuel Furtadoan employee of
Barbour Stockwell & Co., purchased-22 and 26 Berkshire Street angdilt the garage on
Plymouth Streetl9 Plymouth was sold separately. Mr. Furtado, a native of St. Michdké
Azores, died in 1968.



